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How to measure 
gender-related 

killings of 
women and 

girls?



Broad categories of killings of 
women and girls



The challenge is to measure the 
gender-related motivation in the 
killings of women and girls 



• Innovation in crime statistics
• From just an event counting to the characterization of an event 

• Make other characteristics of homicide a standard recording:
Victim characteristics, perpetrator characteristics, event disaggregation, context

What is needed?



Broad categories of killings of 
women and girls



Global characteristics of gender-
related motivations



Meanwhile….Data blocks for collecting and 
aggregating statistics on gender-related 
killings



Measuring state response



• Raise awareness on the framework and make it a truly global tool

• Work with police and other institutions to refine the recording of 
homicide: make the victim/perpetrator relationship + global 
characteristics of the gender-motivation a standard recording

• Work with a few “champion” countries to pilot implementation of the 
framework 

• Implementation Guide and Global Training program on femicide statistics

What next?



Findings from 
the 2023 report



Key findings

- Globally, nearly 89,000 women and girls were killed 
intentionally in 2022 - the highest yearly number
recorded in the past two decades.

- Around 48,800 women and girls (55% of all female 
victims in 2022) were killed by intimate partners or 
other family members.

- On average, more than 133 women or girls were 
killed every day by someone in their own family.



Women and girls in all regions are affected by 
gender-related killings



Gender dimension of homicide
While the overwhelming majority of 
male homicides occur outside the 
home, for women and girls the most 
dangerous place is the home. 



Share of intimate partner/family-related homicides among all female and male homicides, by region (2022)

Source: UNODC estimates based on UNODC Homicide dataset.



Trends in the number of female victims of intimate partner/family-related homicide in the Americas and Europe

2010–2022

Source: UNODC estimates based on UNODC Homicide dataset.



Trends in the number of female victims of intimate partner/family-related homicide in Northern, South, Central America, and the 
Caribbean 

2017–2022

Source: UNODC estimates based on UNODC Homicide dataset.



Country‐level trends in gender-related killings of women and girls in selected countries of the Americas (2018-2022)

Source: UNODC Homicide dataset



Trends in the number of female victims of intimate partner/family-related homicide in Northern, 
Southern, and Western Europe (2010–2022)

Source: UNODC estimates based on UNODC Homicide dataset.



Trends in the number of female victims of intimate partner/family-related homicide in Eastern Europe 
2014–2022

Source: UNODC estimates based on UNODC Homicide dataset.



Trends in the number of female victims of intimate partner/family-related homicide selected European 
countries (2010–2022)

Source: UNODC Homicide dataset



Trends in gender-related killings of women and girls in Southern Asia

India: dowry deaths and other killings (2016–2021) Pakistan: Honor killings (2010–2022)



• Global data availability on 
gender-related killings is 
gradually increasing

• In period 2009-2015

→ 74 countries had at least one 
data point on female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide

• In period 2016-2022

•→ 99 countries…

Data coverage



Responses

• Lack of cross-sector collaboration stands in the way of effective responses to GBVAW

• Multi-stakeholder in-depth reviews of femicide cases can add to enhance the understanding of 
the dynamics and shortcomings in addressing gender-based violence
• to go beyond the context of domestic violence 
• Learn what each stakeholder needs to change so that future killings can be prevented
• They could strengthen cross-sector collaboration and reinforce a “whole-of-society" approach 

• UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women has recommended to include systematic 
analyses of all cases of femicide 

In May 2023, UNODC published a Background Paper on femicide reviews, analyzing the existing practices of domestic violence 
death review committees and Femicide Observatories. UNODC also convened a technical expert meeting in November 2023 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_32/CRPs/ECN152023_CRP6_e.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNODC_Justice%2Fstatus%2F1722923773253288330&data=05%7C01%7Cangela.me%40un.org%7C83e5dae904b041f70d2b08dbe7832bc8%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638358322774842314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CVjvQIDVUsWnqIJ%2FeOJ1Gbvc9ObEl3exL7n2v60qOLk%3D&reserved=0


Thank you!

Further information available at:

•UNODC and UN Women: Gender-related killings of women and girls, Global estimates in 2022 
(2023)

•UNODC and UN Women: Gender-related killings of women and girls, Global estimates in 2021 

( 2022) 

•https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/index.html

•UNODC Data Portal https://dataunodc.un.org/

•https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/research-on-gender-drugs-and-
crime.html

•UNODC Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet on gender-related killing of women and girls
(2019)

•UNODC and UN Women: Statistical framework for measuring the gender related killing of 
women and girls 

•International classification of crime for statistical purposes (Version 1.0) (2015)

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/briefs/Femicide_brief_2023.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/briefs/Femicide_brief_Nov2022.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/index.html
https://dataunodc.un.org/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/research-on-gender-drugs-and-crime.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/research-on-gender-drugs-and-crime.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/gsh/Booklet_5.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/statistics/Statistical_framework_femicide_2022.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/statistics/Statistical_framework_femicide_2022.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/statistics/crime/ICCS/ICCS_English_2016_web.pdf
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