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Distinguished Chair, distinguished delegates,

Firstly, let me congratulate His Excellency Saboia on his election. The Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice has been coordinating multi-stakeholder engagement together with the UNODC civil society unit throughout the sessions of the Ad Hoc Committee. We have continued engaging with stakeholders and member states leading up to this session and have compiled a list of recommendations by multi-stakeholders on the rules of procedure for the Conference of the States Parties.

The Ad Hoc Committee process has been recognised for its inclusive approach to multi-stakeholder voices. Given the wide-ranging powers afforded by the Convention, the Ad Hoc Committee modalities provide the most comprehensive and well-vetted basis for multi-stakeholder participation in the Conference. This model can also ensure that the Conference adheres to the principles of effectiveness, inclusivity, transparency, and efficiency outlined in Article 57(b). 

Active engagement of stakeholders is the most efficient way of ensuring effective technical assistance and capacity building. Strategies to access information, data, and tools cannot be considered best practice without their expertise. Engagement in the implementation is considerably less likely if stakeholders lack access to monitor the Convention’s impact. Without access to the Conference discussions, multi-stakeholders cannot assess whether proper safeguards are in place to prevent the misuse of state authority. 

Allowing multi-stakeholders access to the plenaries, and any subsidiary bodies, as observers with rights to provide input in oral and written form will allow the Conference to observe its obligation under Article 57(b) –– to facilitate the exchange of information among States Parties and relevant international and regional organisations, as well as NGOs, civil society, academic institutions, and the private sector entities and its obligation under Article 57(c) to cooperate with the same broad base of multi-stakeholders. 

The Alliance of NGOs remains committed to working with UNODC counterparts and Member States on facilitating multi-stakeholder participation and to support the Ad Hoc Committee in reaching consensus.

Thank you, Chair. 
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