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KYOTO DECLARATION

Promoting the rule of law 

Access to justice and equal treatment before the law 

48. Ensure equal access to justice and application of the law to all, including vulnerable 

members of society, regardless of their status, including by taking appropriate measures 

to ensure treatment with respect and without discrimination or bias of any kind by 

criminal justice institutions;

Access to legal aid 

49. “Take measures to ensure access to timely, effective, adequately resourced and 

affordable legal aid for those without sufficient means or when the interests of justice so 

require, and raise awareness of the availability of such aid ... by encouraging the 

development of guidance tools, as well as the collection and sharing of data on access 

to legal aid, and by developing a specialized network of legal aid providers to exchange 

information and best practices and to assist each other in carrying out their work;”
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